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1. Public Education and Outreach 2025 Programs Summary 

The following document was prepared for the Village of West Milwaukee to include in their 

2025 annual MS4 eReport. It includes a summary of activities conducted to engage in effective 

public education as mandated by Wisconsin’s administrative code - NR216. If you have any 

questions or would like more information, please contact Paige Orals, Watershed Program 

Manager of Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust, Inc. (orals@swwtwater.org). 

The Respect Our Waters program identifies the target pollutants of concern, the target 

audiences, the delivery mechanism, and the entity responsible for implementation (II.A.1.). In 

2025, the program focused on developing materials and implementing mechanisms to educate 

residents, business owners, public employees, developers, contractors, public officials, and 

designers in the Village of West Milwaukee about nutrient pollution. Education and outreach 

mechanisms include but are not limited to the distribution of print materials, website 

development, a regional social media campaign, and attending in-person community events. 

The Respect Our Waters campaign addressed more than three permit topics in 2025 (II.A.2.) 

which are outlined in the Respect Our Waters 2025 completed plan. In addition, the program 

provided a mechanism to track and report the results of this cooperative program (II.A.). 

The Technical Education Program focused on collaborating with municipalities to identify 

opportunities to make individual and group education and outreach programs more effective in 

the Village of West Milwaukee. Opportunities to meet and discuss relevant topics were 

provided, including presentations and meetings. Access to training and additional materials for 

personalization were developed on an ongoing basis and provided for use. Sweet Water carried 

out a targeted education activity within the MS4 boundary for a target audience, and pollutant 

of concern (II.B.2.a.b.). Measurable goals were developed to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

activity. Results were submitted by September 30th, 2024 (II.B.2.c.). 

The Adopt Your Drain program provides educational and volunteer opportunities for residents in 

the Village of West Milwaukee to be actively involved in preventing stormwater pollution. 

Throughout 2025, the program reached the community through seasonal newsletters, event 

participation, television and radio interviews, and social media outreach. The initiative 

continued to promote drain inspections to help increase reporting on our dashboard. 

In 2025, Sweet Water launched a new program, SE Wisconsin Big Plant, in partnership with the 

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD). SE Wisconsin Big Plant is a regional tree 

gifting initiative that aims to transform the Milwaukee River Basin into a greener, healthier 

community by empowering residents to plant trees that enhance stormwater management. 

These native trees and corresponding educational materials are presented at workshops and 

gifted at community events. The program is promoted through a website and social media 
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posts. The Big Plant program addressed multiple Public Education and Outreach Topics (II.A.3.) 

in 2025 including residential infiltration and yard waste management. 

In addition to the above programs, Sweet Water hosted the 20th Annual Clean Rivers, Clean 

Lake Conference where members of the Milwaukee River Basin stormwater community 

gathered to learn and collaborate to address current and future needs across the region. 
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2. Respect Our Waters (Permit Section II.A.) 

Table 1: 2025 Respect Our Waters Completed Plan 

# General Permit Topic Audience Activity Completed 

1 
Illicit Discharge Detection & 

Elimination 
Residents 

2.A. MS4 Permit Portal  

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2.H. Wisconsin Stormwater Week 

2. I.  Events 

2 

Household Hazardous Waste 

Disposal/Pet Waste 

Management/Vehicle 

Washing 

Residents 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2. I.  Events 

2. J. Discovery World Exhibit 

3 

Yard Waste 

Management/Pesticide and 

Fertilizer Application 

Residents 

2.A. MS4 Permit Portal 

2.B. Website 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2.G. Media Coverage 

2. I.  Events 

2. J. Discovery World Exhibit 

4 
Stream and Shoreline 

Management 
Residents 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2. I.  Events 

5 Residential Infiltration Residents 

2.A. MS4 Permit Portal 

2.B. Website 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2. I.  Events 

6 

Construction Sites and 

Post-Construction 

Storm Water 

Management 

Residents 

2.A. MS4 Permit Portal 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

Groups & individuals 

responsible for the 

maintenance of 

stormwater 

management facilities 

2.B. Website 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.D. Fact Sheets 
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7 Pollution Prevention 

Residents 

2.A. MS4 Permit Portal 

2.B. Website 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2.H. Wisconsin Stormwater Week 

Businesses and 

Industries 
2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

8 

Green 

Infrastructure/Low Impact 

Development 

Residents 

2.A. MS4 Permit Portal 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2. I.  Events 

Developers and 

Designers 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.D. Fact Sheets 

2.F. LinkedIn Campaign 

9 Snow and Ice Control 

Residents 

2.E. Watershed Wednesday 

2.H. Wisconsin Stormwater Week 

2. I.  Events 

Businesses and 

Industries 

2.C. Print/Promotional Materials Developed 

2.F. LinkedIn Campaign 

2.A. MS4 Permit Compliance Portal 

Sweet Water’s “MS4 Permit Compliance Portal'' is a simple, interactive mechanism that 

provides a series of monthly prompts to help fulfill education and outreach permit compliance 

activities. The Portal is tailored to the Village of West Milwaukee’s unique community needs and 

increases the strength of compliance programming.  

The intention was to allow the Village of West Milwaukee and other partners to use outreach 

mechanisms most utilized by their residents, such as municipal newsletters, social media 

accounts, and other platforms, to share educational materials. These topics included: 

●​ Preventing Illicit Discharges 

●​ Stormwater Pollution & Car Washes 

●​ Pollution Prevention at Community Events 

●​ Benefits of Green Roofs 

●​ Organic Fertilizers 

●​ The Problem with Pesticides 
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●​ How do Illicit Discharges Affect Water Quality? 

●​ Rain Barrel Benefits 

●​ How can you spot construction site pollution? 

●​ How can you manage fallen leaves? 

●​ How to Winterize Your Rain Barrel 

●​ Caring for Permeable Pavers 

The portal is created with a built-in tracking mechanism for MS4 partners to report when and 

how they used resources, as well as other activities that they performed to educate the public. 

See Appendix A for West Milwaukee’s reports submitted to Sweet Water through the 2025 MS4 

Permit Compliance Portal and additional stormwater educational activities. 

2.B. Website 

In 2025, Sweet Water and Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network (RPW) continued to 

collaborate on maintaining and updating the Respect Our Waters webpage. This involved adding 

educational materials tailored to municipality needs and updating links. The following 

educational materials were added to the website in 2025: 

●​ Green Roofs Webpage 

○​ Benefits of Green Roofs 

●​ The Role of Stormwater Trees 

●​ Construction Fact Sheet 

Existing web pages for residential and non-residential audiences include the following topics: 

●​ Watersheds and Stormwater 

●​ Yard Management 

○​ Fertilizer and Pesticide Use 

■​ Chemical Pollution Prevention Tips for Landscaping Companies 

○​ Mowing Properly 

○​ Leaf it Out of the Water 

○​ Watering Properly 

○​ Yard Maintenance- Planting with a Purpose 

●​ Waterproof/Impervious Surfaces 

○​ Rain Barrels- They Make a Difference! 

○​ Pervious/Permeable/Porous Pavements 

○​ Stormwater Trees- Hardworking Trees 

○​ Native Rain Gardens 

●​ Pet Waste is a Pollutant 
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●​ Ice and Snow Control- The Problem with Salting Freshwater 

○​ Snow and Ice Control Fact Sheet 

●​ At-Home Construction 

●​ Dangerous Dumping/Illicit Discharge 

●​ Waterfront Properties 

○​ Shoreline Landscaping 

○​ Stream and Shoreline Management 

○​ Stormwater Ponds 

●​ Agriculture 

●​ Streambanks and Shorelines: Erosion 

In 2025, the Respect Our Waters website had a total of 6,400 visitors1, with 5,900 being unique2, 

and 8,700 page views3. The Village of West Milwaukee updated their municipal website to 

include stormwater pollution prevention materials this year. In addition, analytical data shows 

that residents in the Village of West Milwaukee were directed to Respect Our Waters directly 

from a municipal site and 3 members of their community visited the website. 

2.C. Materials 

In 2025, Sweet Water staff created flyers and graphics for in-person and virtual forms of 

outreach. In 2021, a webpage was created to store all of these materials so that the Village of 

West Milwaukee and other partners could also access and use these materials. New materials 

that were developed in 2025 and are available on this page include: 

●​ Preventing Illicit Discharges 

●​ Stormwater Pollution & Car Washes 

●​ Pollution Prevention at Community Events 

●​ Benefits of Green Roofs 

●​ Organic Fertilizers 

●​ The Problem with Pesticides 

●​ How do Illicit Discharges Affect Water Quality? 

●​ Rain Barrel Benefits 

●​ How can you spot construction site pollution? 

●​ How can you manage fallen leaves? 

●​ How to Winterize Your Rain Barrel 

●​ Caring for Permeable Pavers 

3 Page views is the total number of views (page requests) across all of your pages. 

2 Unique visitors is an estimate of the total number of actual visitors that reached your site. 

1 Total visitors are tracked by visit with a browser cookie that expires after 30 minutes. Any hits within that 30-minute browsing 
session count as one visit. 
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See examples of these graphics in Appendix B. 

2.D. Fact Sheets 

In 2025, Sweet Water staff created fact sheets to provide more detailed information on 

stormwater pollutants such as the causes, environmental impacts, human health implications, 

and best management practices for pollutant reduction. These fact sheets were shared with 

municipalities through the MS4 Permit Compliance Portal and through social media campaigns. 

The intention was to direct interested individuals to more in-depth information. Fact sheets 

addressed the following permit topics in 2025:  

●​ Benefits of Green Roofs 

●​ Construction Site and Post Construction Site Management 

Fact pages are available at swwtwater.org/request-support and respectourwaters.org. See 

examples of the fact sheets in Appendix C. 

2.E. Facebook 

The Respect Our Waters Facebook page serves as a repository of posts for the Village of West 

Milwaukee and other partners to share directly with their residents. This page is used to directly 

reach the general public of Southeastern Wisconsin municipalities and counties. 

These campaigns were developed to allow municipalities with Facebook accounts to seamlessly 

share valuable information with their residents. These posts were strategically synchronized 

with MS4 permit compliance portals and linked within municipal portals. It's important to 

highlight that the majority of these posts were not sponsored advertisements; rather, their 

reach and engagement were organically generated as municipalities actively shared the content 

with their residents. 

Table 2: 2025 Respect Our Waters MS4 Permit Compliance Portal Campaign Metrics 

Date Subtopic Link Number4 Reach5 Engagements6 

Yard Waste Management/Pesticide and Fertilizer Application 

April 18 Organic Fertilizers 1082650023892926 4,097 42 

May 20 The Problem with Pesticides 1107163384774923 4,616 106 

September 17 Leaf Management Tips 1205511804940080 4,025 72 

Residential Infiltration 

October 17 Winterizing your Rain Barrel 1233180072173253 3,158 36 
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Pollution Prevention 

January 21 Stormwater Pollution and Car Washes 1013355994155663 9,375 67 

February 17 Preventing Pollution at Community 

Events 
1033222705502325 5,972 81 

Green Infrastructure/Low Impact Development 

March 17 Green Roof Benefits 1055883263236269 2,531 30 

November 17 Pervious Paver Maintenance and Upkeep 1261558636002063 4,431 38 

The second Facebook campaign conducted in 2025 is our “Watershed Wednesday'' campaign. 

This is a joint initiative between Sweet Water and the Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network 

(RPW), where stormwater education information is published every Wednesday and is boosted 

to ensure the message is received in municipalities and counties throughout our service region. 

Table 3: 2025 Respect Our Waters Watershed Wednesday Campaign Metrics 

6 ​​Engagements: The number of reactions, comments, shares and clicks on your post. 

5 Reach: The number of people who saw the post at least once. Reach is different from impressions, which may include multiple 
views of your post by the same people. This metric is estimated by Facebook. 

4 Link Number: The unique post number. Access the post by typing www.facebook.com/RespectOurWaters/posts/ and then the 
unique post number after the back-slash. 
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Date Subtopic Link Number4 Reach5 Engagements6 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

June 18  

Impacts on Lake Michigan and Other 

Waterways 
1129768725847722 5,423 255 

July 30 

Household Hazardous Waste and Illicit 

Discharge Detection and Elimination 
1164370315720896 4,434 120 

Residential Infiltration 

July 9 Native Plants 1147406320750629 16,405 330 

July 23 Rain Barrel Benefits 1158580962966498 4,991 225 

Green Infrastructure/Low Impact Development 

August 6 Green Infrastructure Benefits 1170363408454920 8,034 232 

Construction and Post-Construction Site Stormwater Management 

June 25  At-Home Construction Stormwater Tips 1135462031945058 7,515 64 

August 20 Signs of Construction Site Pollution 1182064747284786 6,142 192 

http://www.facebook.com/RespectOurWaters/posts/


 

 

2.F. LinkedIn Campaign 

In 2025, the Sweet Water staff initiated a strategic educational campaign targeting 

non-residential audiences through LinkedIn advertising. Educational materials were developed 

that were tailored to resonate with the unique needs of businesses, developers, contractors, 

and designers. Sweet Water utilized the advertisement software to reach these specific 

audiences within our municipal service area. This precision targeting ensured our educational 

messaging was delivered to the target audience.  

Table 4: 2025 Sweet Water Linkedin Campaign Metrics 

Date Topic Target Audience Impressions7 Reach8 

January 14 Snow and Ice Control 
Businesses, Contractors, Industries, 

Public Employees 
210,051 75,769 

March 24 Green Roof Benefits 
Businesses, Contractors, Developers, 

Industries, Public Employees 
206,295 97,564 

8 Reach: The number of people who saw the post at least once. Reach is different from impressions, which may include multiple 
views of your post by the same people. This metric is estimated by Facebook. 

7 Impressions are the total number of exposures to your content. This can include the same person seeing your content multiple 
times. 
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Snow and Ice Control 

August 27 Smart Salting Quick Facts 1188123426678918 713 27 

Pet Waste Management 

August 13 Pet Waste 1176211011203493 3,504 244 

General Watershed Education 

June 4  Stormwater Pollution Overview 1118894403601821 90 4 

June 11  Separate VS Combined Sewer Systems 1124354733055788 4,097 132 

Stream and Shoreline Management 

July 16 Sediment- Wave Erosion 1153051963519398 4,578 135 

Yard Waste Management/Pesticide and Fertilizer Application 

July 2 Grass Clippings/Leaves/Fertilizers 1141246618033266 101 2 



 

2.G. Media Coverage 

2.G.1. Protecting Lake Michigan with Native Plants 

Sweet Water collaborated with Johnson’s Nursery to create an educational video highlighting 

the importance of native plants and trees in managing stormwater. 

Table 5: 2025 Protecting Lake Michigan with Native Plants Video 

2.G.2. Leaf Management 

In 2025, Sweet Water conducted multiple live, in-studio interviews at local television stations to 

share educational messages on how to properly manage fall leaves. 

Table 6: 2025 Leaf Management Media Coverage 

2.G.3. Wisconsin Salt Wise Smart Salting Workshop 

Media alerts were issued for the Wisconsin Salt Wise Workshops that occurred in Wauwatosa 

on October 15th, 2025 and in Oak Creek on October 29th, 2025.  

Table 7: 2025 Road Salt Pollution Prevention Media Coverage 
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Date Type of Media Link 

July 30 Youtube Video https://youtu.be/9DedNe_oaPs  

Date Type of Media Link 

October 23 Live Studio Interview 

https://www.cbs58.com/news/think-twice-about-raking-leaves-to

-benefit-your-yard-plants-and-wildlife  

October 24 Live Studio Interview 

https://www.fox6now.com/news/raking-alternatives-from-sweet-

water 

November 10 Pre-Recorded Interview 

https://www.tmj4.com/news/waukesha-county/menomonee-fall

s-neighborhood-tests-leaf-mulching-to-save-money-and-protect-l

ake-michigan  

November 13 Pre-Recorded Interview 

https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/11/13/m

enomonee-falls--fall-leaf-study--leaf-collection--dpw  

November 19 Article 

https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosph

orus-menomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6

308dc3.html  

https://youtu.be/9DedNe_oaPs
https://www.cbs58.com/news/think-twice-about-raking-leaves-to-benefit-your-yard-plants-and-wildlife
https://www.cbs58.com/news/think-twice-about-raking-leaves-to-benefit-your-yard-plants-and-wildlife
https://www.fox6now.com/news/raking-alternatives-from-sweet-water
https://www.fox6now.com/news/raking-alternatives-from-sweet-water
https://www.tmj4.com/news/waukesha-county/menomonee-falls-neighborhood-tests-leaf-mulching-to-save-money-and-protect-lake-michigan
https://www.tmj4.com/news/waukesha-county/menomonee-falls-neighborhood-tests-leaf-mulching-to-save-money-and-protect-lake-michigan
https://www.tmj4.com/news/waukesha-county/menomonee-falls-neighborhood-tests-leaf-mulching-to-save-money-and-protect-lake-michigan
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/11/13/menomonee-falls--fall-leaf-study--leaf-collection--dpw
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/11/13/menomonee-falls--fall-leaf-study--leaf-collection--dpw
https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosphorus-menomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6308dc3.html
https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosphorus-menomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6308dc3.html
https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosphorus-menomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6308dc3.html


 

2.H. Wisconsin Stormwater Week 

Sweet Water was a part of the third annual Wisconsin Stormwater Week in 2025. Stormwater 

Week, which the governor signed into proclamation, is a collaborative effort of organizations 

throughout the State that work to raise awareness about the sources of water pollution. In 

alignment with our campaign, Sweet Water published the following posts: 

Table 8: 2025 Sweet Water Wisconsin Stormwater Week Campaign Metrics 

Date Topic Platform Reach9 Impressions10 Engagements11 Clicks12 

September 18 

Stormwater 

Week 

Promotion 

Facebook 93 - 1 - 

LinkedIn 76 151 12 6 

September 22 
Webinar 1 

Information 

Facebook 70 - - - 

LinkedIn 47 93 7 7 

September 23 
Webinar 2 

Information 

Facebook 61 - - - 

LinkedIn 54 103 6 4 

September 24 
Webinar 3 

Information 

Facebook 69 - - - 

LinkedIn 44 72 8 7 

September 25 
Webinar 4 

Information 

Facebook 77 - - - 

LinkedIn 46 88 8 8 

In addition, Sweet Water developed a “Stormwater Week'' Portal which listed ways to get 

involved in WI Stormwater Week such as sharing resources and attending the webinars. See 

additional 2025 Stormwater Week information in Appendix D. 

12 Clicks: The total number of clicks on the post. 

11 ​​Engagements: The number of reactions, comments, shares and clicks on your post. 

10 Impressions: The total number of times content is displayed, regardless of whether it was clicked. 

9 Reach: The number of people who saw the post at least once. Reach is different from impressions, which may include multiple   
views of your post by the same people. This metric is estimated by Facebook. 
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Date Type of Media Link 

October 29 Pre-Recorded Interview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVVOtciz49s&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVVOtciz49s&feature=youtu.be


 

2.I. Events 

The Respect Our Waters program attended and hosted a variety of community events and 

workshops in 2025. See a detailed list of all events that Sweet Water’s programs were a part of 

in 2025 including information about reach, topics covered, and more in Appendix E.  

2.I.1. Community Events  

In 2025, Respect Our Waters attended multiple regional and local community events. The 

program was present at 18 different tabling events spanning over 26 days reaching 2,551 booth 

visitors. We developed and used an interactive booth that included a stormwater plinko game, 

stormwater trivia, informational brochures, and various educational prizes such as stickers and 

magnets.  

Community Event Locations and Dates 

●​ Elm Grove Book Club - March 12 

●​ Glen Hills Middle School World Water Day - March 20 

●​ Rock the Green - April 26 

●​ Green Day in the Bay - May 3 

●​ West Allis DPW Day - May 17 

●​ Lake Michigan Bird Observatory World Migratory Bird Day - May 17 

●​ Sherman Park Earth Day - May 18 

●​ myCrew Bayside - June 17 

●​ Hops and Hounds - July 11 

●​ South Milwaukee Market - July 17 

●​ Washington County Fair - July 22 - 27 

●​ Butler National Night Out - August 5 

●​ Brookfield Farmers Market - August 9 

●​ Green and Healthy Schools Conference - August 12 

●​ Tosa Green Summit - September 20 

●​ Treasures of Ozaukee County - September 27 

●​ Harbor Fest - September 28 

●​ Fish and Feathers Festival - October 11 

2.I.2. Rain Barrel Workshops 

Sweet Water staff facilitated two MMSD hosted rain barrel workshops and co-hosted a rain 

barrel workshop with Ozaukee County. Rain barrel workshops include an educational 

presentation on stormwater pollution prevention, residential green infrastructure, and how to 

properly install and maintain the rain barrel.  
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2.J. Discovery World Explore Our Waters Exhibit 

From April 2025 to October 2025 various Respect Our Waters and Adopt Your Drain educational 

videos were shown at Discovery World as a part of their Explore Our Waters exhibit. This exhibit 

reached an estimated 101,427 visitors based on Discovery World guests. Educational videos 

covered the following stormwater topics: 

●​ General Watershed Education 

●​ Fertilizer Application  

●​ Pet Waste Management 

●​ Adopt Your Drain Program Information 

3. Technical Education (Permit Section II.B) 

3.A. Individual Activity Progress 

The chosen activity commenced and was completed in 2023. All activity progress was tracked, 

with multiple points of contact throughout the year to ensure progress and provide updates. 

Metrics were assessed in 2024 and a full summary was provided in the 2024 annual report. 

3.B. Additional MS4 Activities 

3.B.1. Technical Education Meeting 

Sweet Water hosted meetings for Technical Education to address relevant topics of concern. 

Staff from the Village of West Milwaukee attended the following meeting: 

I.​ MS4 Spring Quarterly Meeting - 6/12/25 

○​ Location: UWM School of Freshwater Sciences 

○​ Topics Included: Sweet Water Updates, MS4 Highlights and Updates, Wisconsin 

Urban Soil Health Tech Standard, Wisconsin Sea Grant Presentation 

3.B.2. MS4 Trainings 

As a technical education program member, the Village has access to Sweet Water’s 

“one-stop-shop”. The one-stop-shop is a resource hub for MS4 staff training materials and 

materials to support public involvement activities. Permit topics covered on the hub include 

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Planning, Winter 

Road Management/Salt Strategy, and Green Infrastructure. Sweet Water also provides 

specialized training materials upon request to municipal partners. 
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3.B.3. Wisconsin Salt Wise Smart Salting Workshops 

Sweet Water partnered with Wisconsin Salt Wise to host multiple smart salting workshops in 

2025. Staff from the Village of West Milwaukee attended the following workshops: 

I.​ City of Wauwatosa Salt Wise Workshop - 10/15/2025 

II.​ Oak Creek Open House Salt Wise Workshop - 10/29/2025 

3.B.4. Bacteria Workshop 

A bacteria workshop was held on April 10, 2025 and staff from the Village of West Milwaukee 

were present. The workshop featured a presentation of the City of Milwaukee’s bacteria study, a 

discussion of the analysis process, a lab tour, and an introduction of the McLellan/Sweet Water 

bacteria project for Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination. 

4. Adopt Your Drain  

4.A. Social Media 

In late 2022, an Adopt Your Drain Instagram account was created to directly reach the general 

public of Southeastern Wisconsin and as a repository of posts for the Village of West Milwaukee 

and other partners to share directly with their residents. See examples of recent posts in 

Appendix F. 

The following posts were published in 2025 to promote the Adopt Your Drain program: 

Table 9: 2025 Adopt Your Drain Regional Social Media Metrics 

Date Topic Link Number13 Reach14 

March 21 Adopt Your Drain on World Water Day DHeFGn2RdCf 55 

November 11 Leaf Management Tips Storm Drains DQ7Q0OAkS1P 16 

December 11 Winter Storm Drain Tips DSIxEkhkTdw 123 

14 Reach: The number of people who saw the post at least once. Reach is different from impressions, which may include multiple 
views of your post by the same people. This metric is estimated by Facebook. 

13 Link Number: The unique post number. Access the post by typing www.instagram.com/p/ and then the unique post number 
after the back-slash. 
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4.B. Media Coverage 

In 2025, Sweet Water raised awareness of stormwater pollution prevention in Southeastern 

Wisconsin through promoting our Adopt Your Drain program and other stormwater pollution 

prevention tips in 18 total placements including TV interviews, radio interviews, and articles. We 

leveraged the power of these media platforms and as a result, had an estimated reach of 98.7 

million. See the table below for detailed information on 2025 Adopt Your Drain media coverage.  

Table 10: 2025 Adopt Your Drain Media Coverage 

4.C. Events 

In 2025, the Adopt Your Drain program attended numerous regional and local community 

events. Over 1,046 people visited the Adopt Your Drain booth over the course of 14 different 

events. The interactive booth included Adopt Your Drain educational materials such as 

refrigerator reminder magnets, informational brochures, gloves, and a tablet that visitors could 

use to sign up for the program. 
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Date Type of Media Link 

August 19 

Pre-Recorded 

Interview and 

Article 

https://www.cbs58.com/news/more-than-50-000-storm-drains-need-che

ck-ups-cleaning-now-a-milwaukee-nonprofit-is-trying-to-help-with-the-ad

opt-your-drain-program  

August 28 

Pre-Recorded 

Interview 

https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/08/27/adopt-yo

ur-drain-sweet-water?cid=id-app15_m-share_s-web_cmp-app_launch_au

gust2020_c-producer_posts_po-organic  

September 23 

Live Studio 

Interview https://www.fox6now.com/video/1712404  

September 24 

Live Studio 

Interview 

https://cbs58.com/news/adopt-your-drain-heres-how-you-can-help-take-

care-of-a-neighborhood-storm-drain  

October 14 

Pre-Recorded 

Radio Interview 

https://www.audacy.com/podcast/991-the-mix-public-affairs-d7205/epis

odes/adopt-your-drain-with-sweetwater-e2bcd  

October 23 

Live Studio 

Interview 

https://www.cbs58.com/news/think-twice-about-raking-leaves-to-benefi

t-your-yard-plants-and-wildlife  

October 24 

Live Studio 

Interview https://www.fox6now.com/news/raking-alternatives-from-sweet-water  

November 19 Article 

https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosphorus-me

nomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6308dc3.html  

https://www.cbs58.com/news/more-than-50-000-storm-drains-need-check-ups-cleaning-now-a-milwaukee-nonprofit-is-trying-to-help-with-the-adopt-your-drain-program
https://www.cbs58.com/news/more-than-50-000-storm-drains-need-check-ups-cleaning-now-a-milwaukee-nonprofit-is-trying-to-help-with-the-adopt-your-drain-program
https://www.cbs58.com/news/more-than-50-000-storm-drains-need-check-ups-cleaning-now-a-milwaukee-nonprofit-is-trying-to-help-with-the-adopt-your-drain-program
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/08/27/adopt-your-drain-sweet-water?cid=id-app15_m-share_s-web_cmp-app_launch_august2020_c-producer_posts_po-organic
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/08/27/adopt-your-drain-sweet-water?cid=id-app15_m-share_s-web_cmp-app_launch_august2020_c-producer_posts_po-organic
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2025/08/27/adopt-your-drain-sweet-water?cid=id-app15_m-share_s-web_cmp-app_launch_august2020_c-producer_posts_po-organic
https://www.fox6now.com/video/1712404
https://cbs58.com/news/adopt-your-drain-heres-how-you-can-help-take-care-of-a-neighborhood-storm-drain
https://cbs58.com/news/adopt-your-drain-heres-how-you-can-help-take-care-of-a-neighborhood-storm-drain
https://www.audacy.com/podcast/991-the-mix-public-affairs-d7205/episodes/adopt-your-drain-with-sweetwater-e2bcd
https://www.audacy.com/podcast/991-the-mix-public-affairs-d7205/episodes/adopt-your-drain-with-sweetwater-e2bcd
https://www.cbs58.com/news/think-twice-about-raking-leaves-to-benefit-your-yard-plants-and-wildlife
https://www.cbs58.com/news/think-twice-about-raking-leaves-to-benefit-your-yard-plants-and-wildlife
https://www.fox6now.com/news/raking-alternatives-from-sweet-water
https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosphorus-menomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6308dc3.html
https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/reducing-phosphorus-menomonee-falls/article_ba327741-107f-5b57-a4f0-8175e6308dc3.html


 

Community Event Locations and Dates 

●​ Elm Grove Book Club - March 12 

●​ Glen Hills Middle School World Water Day - March 20 

●​ Rock the Green - April 26 

●​ Green Day in the Bay - May 3 

●​ West Allis DPW Day - May 17 

●​ Lake Michigan Bird Observatory World Migratory Bird Day - May 17 

●​ Sherman Park Earth Day - May 18 

●​ Hops and Hounds - July 11 

●​ Butler National Night Out - August 5 

●​ Green and Healthy Schools Conference - August 12 

●​ Tosa Green Summit - September 20 

●​ Treasures of Ozaukee County - September 27 

●​ Harbor Fest - September 28 

●​ Fish and Feathers Festival - October 11 

See a detailed list of all events Sweet Water’s programs were a part of in 2025 including 

information about reach, topics covered, and more in Appendix E.  

4.D. Adopt Your Drain Dashboard 

The Adopt Your Drain Dashboard encourages adopters to report metrics from their drain 

clean-ups. An online dashboard was developed and made available on 

https://www.adoptyourdrain.com/ for adopters to report the number of times they inspected 

their adopted storm drains. In 2025, we had 167 reports of drain inspections totaling 1,281 

minutes. This removed approximately 359 pounds of debris from entering the stormwater 

system, with the majority of the debris removed being leaves. See the graphic below for more 

inspection details. It is important to note that many other municipalities received drain 

adoptions in 2025 even though inspections were not reported on.  
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Figure 1: 2025 Adopt Your Drain Dashboard 

4.E. Seasonal Volunteer Newsletter  

The Adopt Your Drain volunteer newsletter was sent out three times in 2025 to encourage the 

submission of these dashboard reports and continued involvement in the program. See the 

following table for metrics on the 2025 Seasonal Newsletters and Appendix G for images of the 

2025 newsletters. 

Table 11: 2025 Seasonal Newsletter Metrics 

Newsletter Recipients Total Opens15 Total Clicks16 

Spring 2025 290 155 13 

Summer 2025 293 151 12 

Fall 2025 312 163 11 

16 Total Clicks: The total number of clicks on the links in the email. 

15 Total Opens: The total number of email openings. 
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4.F. Residential Involvement 

Throughout 2025, efforts to increase awareness of stormwater pollution were conducted by 

promoting the program at tabling events, on social media, and in radio and TV interviews which 

are all detailed above. These outreach strategies led to community awareness and 

communication with residents via email about our Adopt Your Drain program. Overall, in 2025 

116 drains were adopted. 

5. SE Wisconsin Big Plant 

In 2025, Sweet Water launched a tree planting initiative called SE Wisconsin Big Plant (Big Plant) 

in partnership with the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD). Big Plant aims to 

help educate about and promote residential stewardship through the gifting of Wisconsin native 

trees.  

A total of 1,264 trees were gifted in 2025 at community tabling events, tree planting workshops, 

and a tree pickup event. 5 residents of the Village of West Milwaukee received and planted a 

free tree in 2025 through the Big Plant program. The tree species present at each event 

depended on availability. The following species were gifted throughout 2025: 

●​ American Elderberry (Sambucus 

canadensis) 

●​ Bog Birch (Betula pumila) 

●​ Ironwood (Olneya tesota) 

●​ Pagoda Dogwood (Cornus 

alternifolia) 

●​ Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera) 

●​ Prairie Crabapple (Malus ioensis) 

●​ Red Oak (Olneya tesota) 

●​ Speckled Alder (Alnus incana) 

●​ Tamarack (Larix laricina) 

5. A. Materials 

In 2025, Big Plant staff created and shared digital tools for in person and virtual forms of 

outreach. Each digital tool is attached to the resources section of the SE Wisconsin Big Plant 

webpage and includes the following: 

●​ Native Tree Need to Knows 

●​ How does BigPlant ‘Respect Our Waters’ 

●​ Speckled Alder Info Sheet 

●​ American Elderberry Info Sheet 

●​ Paper Birch Info Sheet 

●​ Speckled Alder Info Sheet 

●​ Tamarack Info Sheet 
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See copies of these resources in Appendix H. 

5. B. Events 

The Big Plant program gifted free trees at a variety of events in 2025 including community 

tabling events, tree planting workshops, and a tree pickup event. See a detailed list of all events 

Sweet Water’s programs and program partners were a part of in 2025 including information 

about reach, topics covered, and more in Appendix E.  

5.B.1. Community Tabling Events  

SE Wisconsin Big Plant attended 19 community events in 2025 and gave out a total of 635 trees 

at these events.  

 

Community Event Locations and Dates17 

●​ Green Day in the Bay - May 3 

●​ West Allis DPW Day - May 17 

●​ Bayside myCrew* - June 17 

●​ Bike & Play Fest* - June 28 

●​ Menomonee Falls Sunset Concert Series* - July 10 

●​ Hops and Hounds - July 11 

●​ Museum of Wisconsin Art Community Free Day - July 12 

●​ Washington County Fair - July 26 

●​ Brown Deer Farmers Market* - July 30 

●​ St. Francis Concerts in the Park* - August 6 

●​ District Six National Night Out* - August 7 

●​ Brookfield Farmers Market - August 9 

●​ Jackson Park Farmers Market* - August 14 

●​ Greenfield Nature & Forestry Fest* - August 24 

●​ Fox Point Village Picnic - September 6 

●​ Tosa Green Summit - September 20 

●​ Harbor Fest - September 28 

●​ Greenfield World Migratory Bird Day* - October 5 

●​ Fish and Feathers Festival - October 11 

17 Community tabling events with asterisks were staffed by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD). The Bayside 
myCrew event was staffed by both Sweet Water and MMSD staff members. 
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5.B.2. Tree Planting Workshops 

Southeastern Wisconsin Big Plant hosted four tree planting workshops in 2025 where residents 

of the Milwaukee River Basin could learn about the benefits of planting native trees and receive 

a free native tree.  

Workshop Locations and Event Dates 

●​ Mequon Nature Preserve - September 10 

●​ Mitchell Street Library - September 20 

●​ Washington Park Library - October 14 

●​ Mequon Nature Preserve - October 18 

5.B.3. Tree Pickup Event 

The SE Wisconsin Big Plant program hosted a tree pickup event at Johnson’s Nursery during the 

week of November 10 - 15, 2025. A total of 604 households received a free tree including 2 

households in the Village of West Milwaukee specifically. 

5. C. Website 

In 2025, the SE Wisconsin Big Plant website had a total of 705 visitors, with 516 being unique, 

and 1,600 page views.  

5. D. Instagram 

A SE Wisconsin Big Plant Instagram serves as a function to communicate the program's 

attendance at events within the Village of West Milwaukee to the general public with the ability 

to be shared directly with residents. 

Additionally, the Big Plant Instagram serves as a function to share digital tools created by Big 

Plant staff that include but are not limited to best practices for tree stewardship. See examples 

of recent posts in Appendix I. 

Table 12: SE Wisconsin Big Plant Instagram Metrics 

Date Topic Link Number18 Reach19 

May 5 Green Day in the Bay Event DJR5ln6x5vh - 

19 Reach: The number of people who saw the post at least once. Reach is different from impressions, which may include multiple 
views of your post by the same people. This metric is estimated by Facebook. 

18 Link Number: The unique post number. Access the post by typing www.instagram.com/p/ and then the unique post number 
after the back-slash. 
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May 5 Upcoming Events DJR_PMQPM1L - 

May 13 West Allis DPW Day Promotion DJmT2eAtYmM - 

May 19 West Allis DPW Day Event Recap DJ1jzaPNKy2 135 

May 28 Four Available Tree Species DKNBdAvtDkh 13 

July 1 Watering Tips DLkUHyyMC4R 13 

August 5 Museum of Wisconsin Art Event Recap DM-se0dR5Ym 20 

August 5 Deer Protection DM-uFUSRp8E 14 

August 12 Jackson Park Event Recap DNQiK55Ncdu 19 

August 14 Nature and Forestry Festival Promotion DNV5OJNNIX3 19 

August 14 Brookfield Farmers Market Recap DNV9y8OtkAf 64 

5. E. Measurable Impacts  

The SE Wisconsin Big Plant program has developed a database that captures measurable impact 

from our efforts by evaluating iTree and Tree canopy data for each tree planted.  

Based on the data provided through iTree analysis; the impact of the 1,264 trees gifted in 2025 

at an annual perspective is 1,571 pounds of carbon sequestered and 73,835 gallons of rainfall 

intercepted. Throughout the course of the 1,264 trees lifespans (average of 20 years) the impact 

is estimated to be well over 31,423 pounds of carbon sequestered and 1,476,706 gallons of 

rainfall intercepted.  

Based on information provided through the American Forest™ Tree Equity Score report which 

aids in determining areas throughout Wisconsin that would benefit most from tree canopy 

restoration. The reporting scores are broken down into categories based on need; HIGHEST: 

0-69, HIGH: 70-79, MODERATE: 80-89, LOW: 90-99, and NONE: 100.  

In 2025, 2.45% of the trees gifted were given to community residents who live in an area with 

the HIGHEST Tree Equity Score. 4.74% of the trees gifted were given to community residents 

who live in an area with the HIGH Tree Equity Score. 26.45% of the trees gifted were given to 

community residents who live in an area with the MODERATE Tree Equity Score. 
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Figure 2: 2025 Big Plant Program Dashboard 

6. Professional Events 

6.A. Clean Rivers, Clean Lake Conference 

On February 25th, 2025, Sweet Water hosted the 20th Annual Clean Rivers, Clean Lake 

Conference at Discovery World. Presentations and presenters included: 

●​ Milwaukee: A Region Built on Water 

○​ John Gurda, Milwaukee Writer and Historian 

●​ Watertown Waterways Improvement Program: A Local Water Quality Trading Program 

○​ Maureen McBroom, City of Watertown and Patricia Cicero, Jefferson County 

●​ Preparing for the 1,000-yr Flood: 2D Modeling for the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage 

District 

○​ Eric Thompson, MSA Professional Services, Inc. 

●​ Overview of the WDNR’s MS4 Best Management Practices Menu: A useful resource for 

MS4 Permittees / Tips and Tricks: Waterways and Wetland Permitting 

○​ Lexi Montes and Kiara Caldwell, Wisconsin DNR 

●​ Going Beyond Flow Path Mapping / Flooding Mitigation Efforts Through Public and 

Private Stakeholder Collaboration / Addressing Community Stormwater Issues, From 

Flooding to Water Quality Improvements 
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○​ Anna Culcasi and Claire Randall, Hey and Associates, Inc. / Ashley Leisgang and 

Rick Eilertson, AECOM 

●​ Building the Ark: Neighborhood Stormwater Strategies for Grasslyn Manor / Making 

Green Infrastructure Fun and Functional - An Update to the Green and Healthy 

Schoolyard Redevelopment Projects 

○​ Sydney VanKuren, Greenprint Partners and Steve O’Connell, Grasslyn Manor / 

Justin Hegarty, Reflo, Heather Dietzel, MPS and Kevin Rey, SmithGroup 

●​ Airport TMDL Study / Enhancing IDDE Inspections with Survery123 and GIS 

○​ Christy M. Poniewaz and Tiffany M. Wagner, Ruekert & Mielke, Inc. 

●​ The Regional Chloride Impact Study for Southeastern Wisconsin 

○​ Karin Hollister, Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 

●​ Granular or Liquid Chlorides 

○​ Richard Neth, City of Glendale 

●​ Why Extreme Rainfall Events Appear to Happen Much More Often than Expected 

○​ William Gonwa, MSOE 

●​ Seeing GI Benefits at the Meter 

○​ Monica Vincent, Mead & Hunt 

●​ Covering Ground: Investigation of Cover Crops for Soil Health in the Great Lakes Region / 

Potential of Dissolved Phosphorus Delivery to Surface Water from Dead Vegetation vs 

Live, Green Vegetation 

○​ Dennis Busch, Water Resources Monitoring Group, LLC / Steve Hoffman, InDepth 

Agronomy 

●​ Reforestation & Wetland Restoration - A strategy for stormwater management 

○​ Jamie Ferschinger, MMSD 

●​ Improving Efficiency for Detecting and Eliminating Illicit Discharge in Stormwater Using 

DNA-based Methodology in Wisconsin Communities 

○​ Melissa Schussman, University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee 

●​ Green Infrastructure at Scale: How small municipalities can achieve big results through a 

community-based partnership 

○​ Mark O’Leary and Peter Zanghi, CIS 

●​ Closing Panel 

○​ Kevin Shafer, Nancy Frank, and Peter Wood 

See Appendix J for the full Clean Rivers, Clean Lake Conference agenda. 
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Appendix A. MS4 Permit Compliance Portal and Additional Activities20 

2025 MS4 Portal metrics were recorded on January 6th, 2026. Any information uploaded after this date is not included in this report. 

Table 13: 2025 Village of West Milwaukee MS4 Compliance Portal Responses and Additional Activities 

Month Topic Mechanism Details 

January 
Illicit Discharge Detection and 

Elimination 

Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and Facebook page with an estimated 

reach of 1,000. 

February Pollution Prevention - Car Washing 
Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and Facebook page with an estimated 

reach of 1,000. 

March 
Pollution Prevention - Community 

Events 

Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and Facebook page with an estimated 

reach of 1,000. 

April Green Infrastructure - Green Roofs 
Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and Facebook page with an estimated 

reach of 1,000. 

April General Watershed Education Social Media 

The Village of West Milwaukee shared a Water Drop Alert advising 

residents to reduce water usage during heavy rain events on 

Facebook.  

May Yard Management - Organic Fertilizers 
Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and Facebook page with an estimated 

reach of 1,000. 

June Yard Management - Pesticides Flyer/Social Media 
Shared graphic as flyer and on Facebook page with an estimated reach 

of 500. 

20 Additional Activities are stormwater education activities the Village of West Milwaukee completed in addition to Sweet Water’s educational programming 
that align with the Public Education and Outreach Topics in the Menomonee Group MS4 Permit. 
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July  
Illicit Discharge Detection and 

Elimination 

Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and Facebook page with an estimated 

reach of 500. 

July Yard Management - Fertilizers Newsletter 
Information was added to the West Milwaukee municipal newsletter 

regarding organic fertilizers which was published in June 2025. 

August Residential Infiltration - Rain Barrels Flyer/Social Media Shared graphic as flyer and on Facebook. 

August Residential Infiltration Website 
The Village of West Milwaukee the linked Respect Our Waters 

“Residential Infiltration” webpage on their municipal website. 

September 
Construction and Post-Construction 

Site Management 
Flyer/Social Media 

Shared graphic as flyer and on Facebook page with an estimated reach 

of 500. 

October Yard Management - Leaf Management 
Newsletter/Social 

Media 

Shared graphic in newsletter and on Facebook with an estimated 

reach of 500. 

October General Stormwater Education Newsletter Included infographics in the municipal newsletter. 

October Adopt Your Drain Newsletter 
Shared informational post on Facebook with an estimated reach of 

4,000. 

October 
Residential Infiltration - Stormwater 

Trees 
Social Media 

Shared the Big Plant program’s Johnson’s Nursery free tree event 

promotional post on Facebook page. 

October Household Hazardous Waste Social Media 
The Village of West Milwaukee shared a post with information 

regarding Medication Take Back Day on October 25 on Facebook.  

November Residential Infiltration Newsletter Shared graphic in the newsletter with an estimated reach of 800. 

December 
Green Infrastructure/Low Impact 

Development 
Flyer Shared graphic as a flyer with an estimated reach of 800. 
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Appendix B. Respect Our Waters Materials 
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Appendix C. Fact Sheets
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Appendix D. Stormwater Week Information 

Table 14: 2025 Wisconsin Stormwater Week Social Media Posts 

Date 

Posted 

Topic Webinar Link Caption 

September 

18 

Stormwater 

Week 

Promotion 

- Did you know that WI Stormwater Week is almost here?! 

When: Sat., Sept. 20 - Sun., Sept 28 

What: Stormwater Week is an awareness campaign that aims to inform, educate, and engage 

Wisconsin residents on the topic of stormwater pollution prevention through shared, consistent 

messaging. This includes FREE educational webinars Monday, Sept. 22 - Friday, Sept. 26 (12 - 1 

PM)! This year, we have a ‘Call to Action’ for WI residents to host or find a local cleanup! 

Join: Become a partner by signing up today! 

Learn more at: www.wistormwater.com 

September 

22 

Webinar 1 

Information 

https://wiscon

sinlandwater.o

rg/conservatio

n-training/clea

nup-101-wi-st

ormwater-wee

k-webinar 

Today is the first webinar of WI Stormwater Week! 

Monday, September 22 (12 - 1 PM): Cleanup 101 

Webinar Topic: Tune in to learn how to host a cleanup from Jessica Schultz, Executive Director with 

Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance, and how to involve students in cleanups from Mike Aprill, a Science 

Teacher with Sheboygan South High School and the Wisconsin State Lead for SubjectToClimate. 

Registration: www.wistormwater.com 

September 

23 

Webinar 2 

Information 

https://wiscon

sinlandwater.o

rg/conservatio

Today is the second webinar of WI Stormwater Week! 

Tuesday, September 23 (12 - 1 PM): What are the benefits of shoreline 

restoration? 
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https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/cleanup-101-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/cleanup-101-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/cleanup-101-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/cleanup-101-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/cleanup-101-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/cleanup-101-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
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https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/what-are-the-benefits-of-shoreline-restoration-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/what-are-the-benefits-of-shoreline-restoration-wi-stormwater-week-webinar
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/conservation-training/what-are-the-benefits-of-shoreline-restoration-wi-stormwater-week-webinar


 

n-training/wha

t-are-the-bene

fits-of-shorelin

e-restoration-

wi-stormwater

-week-webinar 

Webinar Topic: Speakers Keir Peckham with Natural Landscapes and CW Purpero, and Katie Reed 

with Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance, will discuss the benefits of shoreline restoration, programming 

related to their organizations, and tips for WI residents. 

Registration: wistormwater.com 

September 

24 

Webinar 3 

Information 

https://wiscon

sinlandwater.o

rg/conservatio

n-training/wha

ts-an-illicit-disc

harge-wi-stor

mwater-week-

webinar 

Today is the third webinar of WI Stormwater Week! 

Wednesday, September 24 (12 - 1 PM): What’s an illicit discharge? 

Topic: Speakers Adelle Keppers, City of Superior, and Maureen McBroom, City of Watertown, will 

define an Illicit discharge vs. large spill, best practices for dry weather screening at outfalls, and 

steps WI residents can take when they see an illicit discharge. 

Registration: wistormwater.com 

September 

25 

Webinar 4 

Information 

https://wiscon

sinlandwater.o

rg/conservatio

n-training/ho

w-to-engage-t

he-community

-in-stormwater

-education-wi-

stormwater-w

eek-webinar 

Today is the last webinar of WI Stormwater Week! 

Thursday, September 26 (12 - 1 PM): How to engage the community in stormwater education? 

Webinar Topic: Speakers Paul Mech, Director of Education with Discovery World, & Darius Jordan, 

Manager of School & Community Outreach with Discovery World, & Adam Bechle, Coastal 

Engineering Specialist with WI Sea Grant, & Lisa Neeb, Green & Healthy Schools Program Manager 

with Reflo will discuss their stormwater outreach & education programming & how they engage 

their communities. 

Registration: wistormwater.com 
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Appendix E. 2025 Events  

Table 15: 2025 Community Tabling Events21 

💧Symbol indicates the Respect Our Waters program was present at event. 

🌳Symbol indicates the Big Plant program was present at event. 

🍂Symbol indicates the Adopt Your Drain program was present at event. 

Event Date Topics Covered Materials Provided Metrics Other Details 

West Allis 
DPW 

Day💧🌳🍂 

 

May 17 - Infiltration Practices 
- Pet Waste 
- Stormwater Management 
- Watershed Education 
- Yard Maintenance 
- Adopt Your Drain 

- Adopt Your Drain Gloves 
- Stormwater Trivia 
- Pet Waste Flyers 
- Sparkles Clean Water Tips Flyers 
- Sparkles Stickers 
- Adopt Your Drain Magnets 
- Big Plant Stickers 
- Big Plant Informational Flyers 
- Free Native Trees 

168 
Visitors 

The Big Plant 
program 

attended this 
event and 

gave out 60 
free native 

trees. 

 
 

 

21 Sweet Water attended a variety of community events across the Milwaukee River Basin. Table 15 only includes events pertinent to the Village of West Milwaukee in specific. 
Events were deemed pertinent if they occurred in the Village of West Milwaukee or if residents from the Village of West Milwaukee visited Sweet Water’s educational booth. 
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Appendix F. Adopt Your Drain Educational Materials 
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Appendix G. Adopt Your Drain Newsletters 
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Appendix H. Big Plant Educational Materials
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Appendix I. Big Plant Social Media Posts
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Appendix J. Clean Rivers, Clean Lake Conference Agenda 
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Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination 
Inspections 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Municipal Stormwater Management 
Facility Inspections 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erosion Control Inspection Summary 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pollution Prevention Facility Inspections 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salt Wise Training Documentation 


